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Hello delegates, and welcome to MUMUNC XV! We are your UN General Assembly
chairs Charlie Cagann and Nathan Bourne, and we are glad to have you here for the
weekend! Whether you’re a Model UN veteran or a newcomer, MUN is a great way to
learn to debate, meet new people, and have an all-around great time. We sincerely
hope that you enjoy yourself during this conference and give it your all. If there is
anything you need from us, don’t hesitate to let us know. Have a great time, and good
luck!

Charlie Cagann
Nathan Bourne



Atomic Energy

Background:
With rising temperatures and intense natural disasters unfolding worldwide due to
climate change, the world is looking to alternative fuel sources that would reduce
carbon emissions. With fully renewable energy still being in development, atomic
energy has been discussed on several occasions. With many countries already
possessing nuclear infrastructure, it has a lower price tag than some renewable
sources. Furthermore, nuclear power is known for its high energy output and complete
lack of carbon emissions. However, many countries are hesitant to turn to nuclear
power. Disasters like Chernobyl, Three Mile Island, and Fukushima are sources of
concern about the safety of nuclear power plants and the catastrophic scope of
meltdown. Other concerns about nuclear power have been raised, such as the risk of
radioactive material being compromised by terrorists and the inability to process or
eliminate radioactive waste produced by reactors. In addition, building reactors is
expensive.
The UNGA has been called together to discuss the risks and merits of atomic energy as
an alternative energy source. While support of nuclear energy is strong in many
countries, it does ultimately carry risks of catastrophic failure and health issues. In
addition, developed countries are increasingly leaning into the newer technology of
fully-renewable energy, such as wind, solar, and hydroelectricity. Some things to
consider are the cost of nuclear energy, assisting developing countries in safely
establishing a nuclear infrastructure, and the global influence that can be gained via
the exporting of nuclear technology.



Countries

Australia: Australia is unique among the members of the G20, being the only member
state where nuclear power is banned by federal law. Some debate has begun in
Australia about turning to nuclear, but concerns about costs and health risks have kept
the ban in place.
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/nuclear-power-stations-are-not-appropriate-for-aus
tralia-and-probably-never-will-be/#:~:text=Nuclear%20power%20stations%20can't,t
he%20health%20and%20environmental%20risks.

Argentina: Argentina was the first South American country to utilize nuclear power.
With three currently operating reactors, nuclear energy only makes up for around 7%
of Argentina’s power. However, a fourth generator is scheduled to be built by the
China National Nuclear Corporation, and a small prototype reactor designed in
Argentina is currently under construction.

Austria: Austria is a vehemently anti-nuclear country. Following mass protest against
the opening of the Zwentendorf Nuclear Power Plant in 1977, the Austrian parliament
banned nuclear energy in 1976 and unanimously voted to remain an anti-nuclear
country in 1997 as a result of the Chernobyl Disaster. The Austrian Parliament has
since worked to combat nuclear power across Europe, citing safety concerns and
calling on European countries to fully abandon nuclear energy. Austria has been
particularly persistent in its efforts to denuclearize the Czech Republic, due to the
existence of the Temelin NPP being so close to the Austrian border. 2022 has seen
Austria file a legal challenge against the EU in an effort to prevent nuclear energy from
being categorized as a “green” energy.

Brazil: About 3% of Brazil’s total energy production comes from its two nuclear
reactors. Brazil’s history of nuclear energy has been bumpy, with lack of demand and
funding leading to a significant delay in the construction of its second reactor. Brazil is
currently building a third reactor, a project that started in 2010 but came to a halt in
2015 as the result of corruption probes and funding issues. Construction finally
resumed in November of 2022.

https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/nuclear-power-stations-are-not-appropriate-for-australia-and-probably-never-will-be/#:~:text=Nuclear%20power%20stations%20can't,the%20health%20and%20environmental%20risks
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/nuclear-power-stations-are-not-appropriate-for-australia-and-probably-never-will-be/#:~:text=Nuclear%20power%20stations%20can't,the%20health%20and%20environmental%20risks
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/nuclear-power-stations-are-not-appropriate-for-australia-and-probably-never-will-be/#:~:text=Nuclear%20power%20stations%20can't,the%20health%20and%20environmental%20risks


Belgium: Nuclear power accounts for about 50% of Belgium’s energy, generated from
6 reactors. Nuclear energy fell out of favor with the government in 2003, and
decommission work has already started in some of the older plants, with an initial plan
to fully phase out nuclear energy by 2025, which has now been extended to 2035.

Bangladesh: Bangladesh has initiated construction of two nuclear reactors to meet
increasingly growing demands for energy, with about 5% of its population currently
lacking access to power. While they are not currently operational, its first reactor is
scheduled to go online as soon as late 2023. Bangladesh has sought financial
assistance from Russia to finance these projects.

Bulgaria: Nuclear power accounts for 1/3rd of Bulgaria’s electricity. Nuclear power has
been a favored source of electricity for Bulgaria, and it had gained four reactors
through deals with the Soviet Union that it later shut down in the early 2000s after
negotiations with the EU. With two currently operating reactors, Bulgaria has plans for
a third and is committed to a nuclear future. Bulgaria is hoping to secure a deal with
Greece that would result in Greece buying energy from Bulgaria’s plants for 20 years,
enhancing regional energy efficiency and earning Bulgaria foreign revenue.

Canada: Canada derives about 15% of its energy from 19 currently operating reactors.
Canada has historically been a world leader in research and development of nuclear
energy and technology and had plans to build two more reactors, but these plans have
since been deferred. Overall, Canada sees merits to nuclear technology, but is focused
on more sustainable alternatives.

China: China has heavily invested in nuclear power as its future, depending on internal
research and development while making use of western technology. China’s end goal
is to be able to reprocess and reuse part of nuclear waste to establish a closed nuclear
fuel cycle. It also desires to export reactors and other nuclear technology worldwide to
increase influence and generate profit, but is limited by Russia’s sphere of influence
and is not yet able to meet demands by new nuclear countries to take back used fuel.
Despite this, it has begun work through its Belt and Road initiative to export nuclear
technology, often derived from US technology. China is working alongside but separate
from Russia in assisting Turkey’s nuclear development.



Colombia: Colombia currently has one nuclear reactor used exclusively for research
and the production of isotopes. However, nuclear energy is currently being considered
as a possible method of reinforcing its national power grid. Concerns over the cost are
proving to be an obstacle.

Croatia: Croatia has no nuclear power plants within its own borders, but shares the
ownership and liability of the Krško Nuclear Power Plant with Slovenia, where it is
built. As a result, Croatia is responsible for dealing with half of the depleted fuel.
Croatia has no plans to expand its own nuclear infrastructure, citing its economic
reliance on tourism as a reason to not go nuclear.

Cuba: Cuba currently has no active nuclear reactors. Once the site of the construction
of a Soviet-supplied reactor that would have generated 15% of Cuba’s power, the
Cuban government voted to suspend the project following the collapse of the Soviet
Union, and eventually scrapped the reactor for parts to the recently decommissioned
Guiteras Thermoelectric Plant. While nuclear energy could be promising for Cuba, they
have their doubts about the necessity of it and would need to seek out assistance from
a different country.

Cyprus: Cyprus possesses no nuclear reactors of any kind, and has no plans to build
any. However, Cyprus is interested in importing radioactive material including
radioactive waste for use in the medical, industrial, and research centers. Cyprus is
seeking out deals with countries looking to expand their nuclear influence to be able to
import some of their spent nuclear fuel, but must make sure not to over-import.

Czech Republic: Around ⅓ of the Czech Republic’s nuclear power comes from its six
operating nuclear reactors. One of these reactors operates along the border with
Austria, and has been a source of diplomatic conflict between the two states as Austria
has increasingly worked to pressure the Czech Republic into abandoning nuclear
entirely. The Czech Republic is strongly committed to a nuclear future, and intends to
further expand its nuclear infrastructure by 2040.



Denmark: Denmark had once been a world leader in nuclear research, but following
the Chernobyl Disaster, the Danish Parliament voted to ban the construction of nuclear
reactors in 1985, a decision that has been upheld since. Instead, Denmark has turned
to fully sustainable energy, producing 50% of its electricity via wind power and
exporting a great deal of this energy. Denmark discourages nuclear power, and instead
is focusing on the exploration of renewable zero-emissions power sources.

Finland: Finland believes strongly in the future of nuclear power as an alternative to
coal. With five operating reactors, Finland is currently working on developing plans for
a sixth reactor that would result in 60% of its energy being produced via nuclear
power. Finland also has advanced measures for disposing of spent fuel, which involve
very secure methods of deep geological encapsulation of the fuel.

France: Around 70% of France’s power comes from nuclear energy, stemming from
long-standing policy about maintaining energy security and limiting greenhouse gas
emissions. France currently has 56 reactors and plans to build another six, exporting a
great deal of this energy for an annual profit of over 3 billion Euros per year. France is
also a leader in recycling spent nuclear fuel. Despite this promising industry, France is
committed to reducing its nuclear power to account for only 50% of power by 2035,
instead planning to shift focus to renewable energy sources.

Germany: Once relying on nuclear energy for 25% of its energy, Germany has since
shut down all but three reactors for a total of 6% of its energy coming from nuclear
sources. Germany is anti-nuclear and had planned to fully phase out nuclear energy by
the end of 2022, but the war in Ukraine has resulted in plans to keep the reactors
running until April of 2023.

Greece: Greece has no nuclear reactors, and due to the risk of earthquakes in the
region, has no plans to construct any. Greece is committed to environmental protection,
and the risk of catastrophic failure of nuclear plants is of concern. However, there is a
promising relationship between Greece and Bulgaria, and the two countries have long
cooperated on energy matters.



India: India has 22 operating nuclear reactors with 8 currently under construction.
India’s nuclear energy program has had a rough history due to it not signing the
Nuclear Proliferation Treaty. As a result, India was heavily restricted on the world stage
from trade of nuclear technology and materials, and had to rely on itself to fully
develop a nuclear program. India also lacks indigenous uranium, but has developed a
nuclear fuel cycle to utilize thorium instead. Following the lifting of restrictions in 2008,
India is now striving to further develop civil nuclear power, but has been faced with the
challenges of reliance on imported energy and underperforming output from its power
plants. India believes in its right to use nuclear energy and maintain nuclear weaponry,
and generally stands opposed to international nuclear-restrictive policies that it views
as unfair and imbalanced.

Iran: Following over 30 years of development and construction, Iran finally powered its
first and only nuclear reactor in 2011. Iran has focused largely on the development of
uranium enrichment capabilities, much to the formal disapproval of the UN due to the
lack of any evident commercial purpose for this enrichment. The 2015 Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action led to a slowing of this enrichment, but following the
US withdrawal from the JCPA, Iran has once again ramped up its enrichment. Iran has
to meet growing energy demands, and could make a profit from providing power and
uranium to other countries.

Iraq: Iraq, while being a major oil state, has struggled with being able to provide
enough electricity within its own borders. Nuclear power is looking increasingly
favorable to Iraq, but the cost is hefty to establish a nuclear program and volatile oil
prices have damaged the economy. Iraq has looked at partners such as Russia and
South Korea, but international concerns about nuclear energy in Iraq and the potential
of those materials falling into dangerous hands threaten to limit the international
community’s support of Iraq’s nuclear program.

Israel: Israel has never signed the Nuclear Proliferation Treaty, and continues to neither
confirm nor deny ownership of nuclear weapons. Israel has largely kept its nuclear
program under wraps, while publicly criticizing nuclear programs like that of Iran’s.
Israel is less concerned with nuclear energy than it is nuclear weaponry, seeking to
have means of protecting itself from its neighboring states. Consequently, Israel seeks



to protect and enhance its own nuclear program while limiting the programs of other
Middle-Eastern states.

North Korea: North Korea has developed a nuclear fuel cycle, and has publicly
expressed its weaponization of plutonium and enriched uranium. North Korea is
seeking to prove itself on the world stage, and intends to use nuclear power to do so.
North Korea distrusts the international community, and they distrust North Korea. As
the international community fears North Korea’s nuclear capabilities, North Korea is
seeking to protect its own nuclear program from international attempts at restricting it.

Pakistan: Pakistan’s six functioning reactors were provided courtesy of China, and
Pakistan has since established two separate programs to allow development of both
civil nuclear energy and nuclear weapons capabilities. Pakistan has not signed the
Nuclear Proliferation Treaty, and as a result, trade of nuclear materials and technology
with Pakistan is heavily restricted. Pakistan struggles to further develop its civil nuclear
energy due to a lack of resources, but its operation of the reactors it possesses has put
it in relatively good standing with the IAEA. In terms of nuclear weapons, tensions are
high between India and Pakistan, who have both detonated nuclear weapons in tests.
Pakistan has long engaged in an arms-race with India, and was found to have supplied
sensitive nuclear technology to Libya, Iran, and North Korea. However, Pakistan has
expressed a desire to denuclearize South Asia, and would be open to signing the NPT
and disarmament if India would also agree. Pakistan seeks support from the US to help
achieve this goal, but India remains opposed to denuclearization.

Russia: Russia is a world leader in nuclear power, dedicated to achieving a closed
nuclear fuel cycle through fast reactors. It is working to achieve this through its Proryv
(Breakthrough) project designed to create fast and safe reactors through 2050. Russia
has also sought to build, own, and operate reactors abroad in countries such as Turkey
to both boost its own economy and spread influence. Russia has a long history of
exporting nuclear technology, especially during the cold war when it assisted Soviet
states and allies in the development of their own nuclear programs. However, Russian
nuclear technology both within its borders and outside needs maintenance to extend
their lifetime capabilities. Russia has the potential to gain a lot of traction on the world



stage with its nuclear technology. Russia is looking for a good deal to help it develop
and export its own reactor technology while shutting out competition.

South Korea: South Korea gets about 1/3rd of its electricity from nuclear energy, and
widely exports its technology. South Korea is working closely with the UAE to build its
first nuclear power plant under a 20 billion dollar contract. South Korea has also
embraced nuclear as its future, scrapping plans to phase out nuclear energy and
instead working to have nuclear energy provide a minimum of 30% of its power by
2030. While South Korea has a lot to gain from nuclear power expansion, it does have
concerns over North Korea’s enrichment of uranium and use of nuclear materials in
weaponry.

Turkey: Turkey has no operating reactors, but currently has 4 under construction.
Russia is a major partner in the development of Turkey’s nuclear program, but China
has also begun working to get in on the ground floor. While Turkey sees nuclear
energy as beneficial for itself, it will have to figure out proper safeguards to protect
nuclear power plants from natural disasters. Overall, Turkey will need to figure out
how best to pursue a good deal to get itself onto the world stage of nuclear energy.

United Kingdom: The UK’s environmental policy has largely revolved around cutting
carbon emissions as being top priority. Nuclear energy has so far been a strong
alternative to meet this goal, and about 15% of the UK’s energy comes from nuclear.
The UK government is currently working to reach 25% by 2050. However, the UK is
also prioritizing fully renewable energy, and is willing to divert attention from its
largely privatized nuclear industry in favor of quick and efficient renewable energy.

Ukraine: Ukraine derives around half of its energy from nuclear power. Ukraine
currently seeks assistance from Western countries to help it further grow its nuclear
infrastructure, especially as it seeks to move away from oil and gas supplied by Russia.
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhya Nuclear Power Plant is the largest in Europe, and Ukraine
exports energy from it among other plants to other countries in Europe. However, the
memory of the Chernobyl disaster still sits prominently in Ukraine’s nuclear history.
The ongoing conflict with Russia has also called into question the security of nuclear



infrastructure in Ukraine, so Ukraine will have to quell fears of a nuclear catastrophe to
gain the support it desires.

United States: The US is the largest producer of nuclear power worldwide. It gets
about 19% of its total power from nuclear energy. Following a few years of no
construction, 2 new reactors are currently under construction in the US to bring the
total of operating reactors to 94. In addition, some states have begun zero-emissions
credit programs, making it easier and more affordable to build nuclear reactors in these
states. However, the United States still largely relies on imported oil, and it is hard for
it to break away from the profits that it has made, especially with oil lobbyists. The US
is also concerned about nuclear programs in states where security is more
questionable, especially in the Middle East where fears of terrorists hijacking nuclear
materials and creating a dirty bomb are high. Despite these concerns, the US does seek
to turn to more sustainable energy, and it also seeks to maintain influence in nuclear
exports as China and Russia increasingly export their own technology.


