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 Introduction 
 Welcome  Delegates  to  MUMUNC  XV’s  1968  National  Mobilization  Committee  to  End 

 the  War  in  Vietnam  (or  Mobe)  Crisis  Committee!  This  committee  is  made  up  of  a  lot  of  diverse 
 people  who  have  one  thing  in  common,  they  want  to  see  the  end  of  the  Vietnam  War.  The  main 
 way  that  the  Mobe  has  made  their  voice  heard  is  by  using  large-scale  protests.  This  committee 
 has  been  assigned  to  arrange  the  next  one,  at  the  1968  Democratic  National  Convention  in 
 Chicago.  The  main  problem  is  the  mayor  of  Chicago,  Richard  Daley,  does  not  want  a  protest  in 
 his  city.  The  people’s  voices  need  to  be  heard,  especially  when  a  Presidential  nomination  is  at 
 stake.  The  Mobe  needs  to  find  a  way  to  make  sure  they  have  a  presence  at  the  convention  so  that 
 they can make sure a candidate who is opposed to the war will be selected. 

 There  are  sensitive  topics  that  may  be  discussed  in  this  committee,  and  they  should  be 
 discussed  in  a  respectful  manner.  Any  disrespectful  or  obsessive  speech  in  caucuses  both 
 moderated  or  unmoderated,  directives,  crisis  notes,  personal  notes,  or  any  other  medium  will  not 
 be tolerated. This includes sexism, racism, homophobia, transphobia, or anything of the like. 

 I  hope  we  can  have  a  successful  and  productive  debate  this  year  at  MUMUNC  XV,  in  all 
 committees  including  the  1968  Mobe.  I  look  forward  to  March  when  we  can  have  a  great 
 weekend full of both MUN and fun! 



 Background 
 The 1960’s and the 
 Protest Era 

 The  decade  of  the  1960s  could  be 
 considered  a  decade  full  of  people  having 
 problems  with  their  government  and  voicing 
 said  dissatisfactions  publicly.  While  there 
 have  been  many  movements  with  large-scale 
 demonstrations,  the  1960s  saw  a  definite 
 increase  in  their  volume.  There  were 
 protests  and  demonstrations  occurring  in 
 cities  and  colleges  across  the  United  States. 
 They  were  for  a  variety  of  different  causes 
 including  opposition  to  war,  ending 
 segregation,  and  gender  equality.  These 
 protest  movements  were  stoked  by  various 
 cultural  and  technological  changes  in  the 
 prior  years.  Due  to  the  television’s  rising 
 popularity,  these  activists  were  reaching  a 
 significant  portion  of  the  American  populace 
 (and  oftentimes  the  world)  right  in  their 
 living  rooms  with  the  coverage  of  their 
 actions being shown on news stations. 

 One  of  the  main  causes  of  the 
 protests  and  marches  that  took  place  during 
 this  time  period  was  a  part  of  the  Civil 
 Rights  Movement.  Which  was  a  series  of 
 nonviolent  protests  that  took  place  during 
 this  period  striving  for  the  abolishment  of 
 racial  discrimination  and  segregation  that 
 was  prevalent  across  the  country.  Figures 
 like  Martin  Luther  King  Jr,  Malcolm  X,  and 
 many  others  led  protests,  demonstrations, 
 and  marches  across  the  United  States  against 
 things  like  the  Jim  Crow  laws  that  had 

 disenfranchised  racial  minorities  for 
 decades. 

 The Democratic National 
 Convention 

 The  Democratic  Party  was  in  a 
 tumultuous  place  heading  into  the  1968 
 presidential  election.  The  incumbent 
 president,  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson,  was 
 entering  his  second  reelection  campaign  (he 
 had  become  president  after  John  Fitzgerald 
 Kennedy  was  assassinated  in  1963).  LBJ 
 created  social  programs  like  Medicaid  and 
 Medicare  and  signed  several  important 
 pieces  of  civil  rights  legislation  like  the 
 Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  and  the  Voting 
 Rights  Act  of  1965  for  his  “Great  Society” 
 initiative.  However,  the  LBJ  administration 
 received  backlash  for  the  Tet  Offensive  and 
 the war in Vietnam. 

 The  first  Democrat  to  declare  their 
 intention  to  run  against  Johnson  was 
 Minnesota  senator,  Eugene  McCarthy.  In  the 
 Second  World  War,  he  served  as  a  military 
 code  breaker  for  the  United  States  and  he 
 taught  sociology  and  economics  at  the 
 College  of  St.  Thomas.  McCarthy  was  first 
 elected  to  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
 in  1949  and  into  the  United  States  Senate  in 
 1959.  He  was  viewed  as  the  leader  of  young, 
 Midwestern  liberals,  who  were  dubbed 
 “McCarthy’s  Marauders.”  In  1952,  Eugene 
 McCarthy  participated  in  a  televised  debate 
 with  fellow  senator  Joseph  McCarthy  (no 
 relation)  where  he  gained  notoriety  for  using 
 similar  tactics  to  the  Wisconsin  senator  to 
 claim  that  General  Douglas  MacArthur  was 
 a  communist.  His  presidential  campaign  is 



 rooted  in  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War  and 
 he  has  been  vocal  about  this  disapproval 
 since the War started. 

 Following  the  New  Hampshire 
 primary  (in  which  McCarthy  narrowly 
 defeated  LBJ),  Robert  Francis  Kennedy 
 announced  his  campaign.  Kennedy  is  the 
 brother  of  JFK  and  served  as  the  Attorney 
 General  during  his  presidency.  Additionally, 
 RFK  was  one  of  JFK’s  most  trusted  political 
 advisors.  Kennedy  is  staunchly  against  the 
 Vietnam  War  and  is  quite  vocal  in  disdain 
 for  the  war.  In  fact,  the  interest  groups 
 against  the  war  initially  asked  RFK  to  run 
 against  LBJ,  but  he  declined  so  they  asked 
 McCarthy  to  run.  He  has  been  a  New  York 
 Senator  since  1965  and  the  favorite 
 candidate  of  many  progressive  groups, 
 especially  in  the  more  coastal  regions. 
 Additionally,  he  is  the  opponent  of  the 
 Johnson  administration  with  the  most 
 passionate  political  support,  with  a  lot  of  the 
 activist  organizations  giving  Kennedy  their 
 support. 

 One  more  major  change  to  the 
 Democratic  field  for  presidential  nomination 
 happened  following  the  New  Hampshire 
 primary.  After  his  loss,  Johnson  rescinded 
 his  campaign  for  reelection.  His  Vice 
 President,  Hubert  Humphrey  took  his  place 
 in  the  race  as  the  establishment  candidate. 
 Humphrey  served  as  a  Senator  from 
 Minnesota  from  1949  until  his  election  as 
 Vice  President,  where  he  was  the  lead  author 
 of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  and  helped 
 establish  the  Peace  Corps.  However,  he  is 
 not  opposed  to  continuing  the  Vietnam  War 
 and  is  viewed  as  the  most  conservative 
 Democrat  in  the  race.  Despite  having  little 
 success  in  the  primaries,  he  has  accumulated 

 a  lot  of  delegates  through  closed 
 conventions and caucuses. 

 Vietnam 

 One  of  the  most  defining  features  of 
 this  era  of  American  history  is  the  Vietnam 
 War,  it  dominated  the  political  discourse. 
 Even  before  any  shots  were  fired,  the  United 
 States  had  a  hand  in  the  region.  After  the 
 French  gave  up  colonial  control  in  1954,  a 
 civil  war  broke  out  in  Vietnam  between 
 North  Vietnam  and  South  Vietnam  for 
 control  of  the  country.  The  North  was  led  by 
 Ho  Chi  Minh  who  had  claimed  Vietnam  had 
 been  independent  since  the  end  of  WWI  as 
 the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam,  a 
 communist  nation  with  the  capital  of  Hanoi. 
 The  South  called  itself  the  Republic  of 
 Vietnam  and  had  its  capital  in  Saigon.  It  is 
 led  by  Ngo  Dinh  Diem  who  became 
 president  in  1955  in  a  rigged  election.  In 
 1956,  the  United  States  started  to  train  South 
 Vietnamese  troops  in  their  first  intervention 
 in  this  conflict.  The  U.S.  government 
 supported  the  coup  of  Ngo  Dinh  Diem  by 
 the  South  Vietnamese  military  in  1963  due 
 to  his  religious  intolerance.  Another  coup 
 occurred  in  1964  by  General  Nguyen 
 Khanh. 

 On  the  fourth  of  August,  1964,  the 
 U.S.S  Maddox  was  fired  upon  torpedoes  that 
 were  believed  to  be  from  North  Vietnam 
 while  it  was  docked  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin. 
 Three  days  later,  Congress  passed  the  Gulf 
 of  Tonkin  Resolution  which  allowed  the  LBJ 
 administration  to  “take  all  necessary 
 measures  to  repel  any  armed  attack  against 
 forces  of  the  United  States  and  to  prevent 
 further  aggression,”  which  officially  started 



 U.S.  armed  involvement  in  Vietnam,  dubbed 
 the  Vietnam  War.  By  the  end  of  1965, 
 200,000  American  troops  had  arrived  in 
 Vietnam  and  multiple  bombing  operations 
 had  been  enacted  in  North  Vietnam  and 
 surrounding areas. 

 As  the  war  progressed  Americans 
 began  to  question  the  purpose  of  the  War.  In 
 1966,  there  was  a  large  protest  in  New  York 
 City  with  many  veterans  of  both  World  Wars 
 present.  The  major  turning  point  in  public 
 opinion  happened  in  January  of  1968  during 
 the  Tet  Offensive,  which  was  a  victory  for 
 the  United  States  but  made  people  see  that 
 this  war  was  not  worth  the  thousands  of 
 American soldiers being killed because of it. 

 Groups 

 National  Mobilization  Committee  to 
 End the War in Vietnam 

 The  National  Mobilization 
 Committee  to  End  the  War  in  Vietnam 
 (Mobe  for  short)  was  established  in  1967  as 
 a  multi-faceted  cooperation  to  protest  the 
 Vietnam  War.  Their  first  event  was  a  protest 
 in  front  of  the  United  Nations  in  New  York 
 which  attracted  hundreds  of  thousands 
 including  Martin  Luther  and  Coretta  Scott 
 King  and  many  others.  After  the  success  of 
 the  New  York  City  protest,  a  protest  at  the 
 Pentagon  was  planned.  The  “March  on  the 
 Pentagon,”  happened  on  October  21,  1967  to 
 similarly  large  attendance  and  success. 
 However,  there  was  civil  disobedience  at  the 
 protest  and  a  lot  of  attendants  were  arrested 
 for attempting to “levitate the Pentagon.” 

 Youth International Party 
 The  Youth  International  Party 

 (known  as  “Yippies”)  was  made  of  those 
 individuals  who  try  to  make  a  building  fly. 
 Founded  in  1967  by  five  people  in  their 
 apartment,  Yippies  are  an  organization 
 focused  on  political  stunts  and  theater,  most 
 coming  in  the  form  of  pranks.  This  has  led 
 to  them  not  being  taken  seriously  by  their 
 contemporaries.  Yippies  have  no  hierarchy 
 or  leaders,  everyone  is  equal  in  the  eyes  of 
 the  Youth  International  Party.  They  support 
 Yippie  member  “Pigasus  the  Immortal,”  a 
 pig, for the Democratic nomination. 

 Students for a Democratic Society 
 SDS  is  an  organization  for  students 

 to  become  more  active  in  democracy.  They 
 have  been  a  major  force  in  the  New  Left 
 Movement  and  have  helped  to  organize 
 protests across the country. 

 Black Panther Party 
 The  Black  Panther  Party  was 

 founded  in  Oakland,  California  in  1966  to 
 end  segregation  and  racism.  They  have 
 programs  for  outreach  in  poor,  black 
 neighborhoods,  do  “copwatching”  to  prevent 
 racist  policing,  and  many  other  acts  of 
 activism.  They  have  been  labeled  an 
 extremist  organization  because  they  openly 
 carry  guns.  They  are  not  purely  focused  on 
 the  Vietnam  War  like  the  other  groups  but 
 maintain  that  the  draft  has  been  used  as  a 
 form  of  de  facto  segregation  by  the  United 
 States  government  so  its  ending  would 
 achieve their goals. 



 Rainbow Coalition 
 There  are  many  groups  in  the  city  of 

 Chicago  that  are  similar  in  purpose  and 
 execution  to  the  Black  Panthers.  For 
 example,  the  Young  Lords  represented  the 
 Hispanic-American  community  of  Chicago. 
 All  these  groups  were  initially  aggressively 
 opposed  to  each  other  and  were  in  active 
 warfare.  However,  the  Chairman  of  the 
 Illinois  Chapter  of  the  Illinois  Black  Panther 
 Party,  Fred  Hampton,  helped  these  groups 
 see  a  common  group  and  purpose  for  the 
 benefit  of  the  city’s  poor  and 
 disenfranchised. 



 Questions to Consider 
 ●  How important is following law when it comes to this 

 demonstration? Especially given laws being used to quell the 

 ability to protest? 

 ●  How important is the time and place of the protest? 

 ●  Do you have to be taken seriously? 

 ●  What is the main goal of this protest? 

 ●  Are you going to work with or against the city? 



 Positions 

 David Dellinger 
 After  seeing  war  firsthand  while  he  was  an  ambulance  driver  during  the  Spanish  Civil 

 War,  Dellinger  decided  to  dedicate  himself  to  avoiding  warfare  in  all  circumstances.  He  was  a 
 conscientious  objector  during  World  War  II  and  his  philosophy  is  centered  on  peace  and 
 nonviolence.  He  has  been  critical  in  arranging  large-scale  protests  because  of  his  many  friends 
 and  connections  across  the  political  world.  He  is  one  of  the  primary  figures  within  the  Mobe's 
 leadership. 

 James Bevel 
 Bevel  was  one  of  the  original  key  figures  of  the  Mobe  along  with  David  Dellinger. 

 Additionally,  he  is  a  key  figure  in  the  Civil  Rights  movement  with  his  importance  to  the 
 movement  nearing  that  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  or  Malcolm  X.  He  worked  closely  with  Dr. 
 King  as  a  member  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference  and  hopes  to  protest  war 
 because of its disproportionate effects on the black community. 

 Lee Weiner 
 Weiner  is  a  student  at  Northwestern  University  studying  social  work,  he  has  seen  a  lot  of 

 the  city  firsthand.  He  is  active  within  the  Mobe  because  he  has  seen  the  ways  that  this  war  has 
 targeted  the  poor  and  the  effects  it  will  have  on  them.  He  has  done  a  lot  of  field  work  within  the 
 poor areas of Chicago and knows a lot of people throughout the city. 

 Fred W. Halstead 
 Halstead  is  a  member  of  the  Social  Worker’s  Party  and  he  is  their  nominee  for  President. 

 He  is  also  against  the  War  in  Vietnam  and  is  participating  in  the  Mobe  to  show  that  opinion  and 
 to  gain  the  support  and  votes  of  the  activists  present.  He  wants  to  make  sure  that  the  everyman  is 
 represented both in government and in the Mobe. 

 Tom Hayden 
 Hayden  is  incredibly  influential  within  the  activist  sphere,  especially  the  SDS.  He  was  the 

 primary  author  of  the  Port  Huron  Statement,  which  is  the  founding  doctrine  for  the  SDS  and  the 
 entire  current  liberal  movement.  He  is  one  of  the  main  organizers  for  the  Mobe  and  SDS,  and  he 
 is one of the most publicly known activist figures in the United States. 



 Rennie Davis 
 Davis  was  heavily  involved  in  Students  for  a  Democratic  Society  and  was  a  National 

 Director  for  the  SDS’s  community  outreach  programs.  He  is  a  student  with  a  lot  of  passion  for 
 organizing protests, even though he does not necessarily have the experience. 

 John Froines 
 Froines  is  an  active  member  of  SDS  with  a  lot  of  work  done  for  the  Northeastern  United 

 States.  He  is  a  huge  follower  and  believer  in  Tom  Hayden’s  ideology.  He  recently  completed  his 
 Ph.D. in Chemistry at Yale. 

 Abbie Ho�man 
 Hoffman  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Yippies,  and  he  is  one  of  their  most  active 

 members.  He  has  been  in  the  public  eye  many  times  for  his  political  demonstrations  including  his 
 key  role  in  helping  to  levitate  the  Pentagon.  His  seriousness  has  often  been  questioned  because  to 
 others his actions seem more like stunts rather than activism. 

 Jerry Rubin 
 Rubin  was  another  of  the  Yippies  founders,  although  in  a  role  that  is  slightly  less  on  the 

 forefront  than  Hoffman.  He  has  political  experience  when  he  ran  for  mayor  of  Berkeley  under  an 
 anti-Vietnam  War  platform,  where  he  won  20%  of  the  popular  vote.  He  was  also  involved  in 
 teach-ins to help people know how to protest the war. 

 Nancy Kurshan 
 Kurshan  was  another  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Youth  International  Party.  She  dropped 

 out  of  her  psychology  Ph.D.  to  join  Jerry  Rubin  in  New  York  to  work  at  the  Mobe.  She  has  had  a 
 counter-cultural  and  leftist  upbringing;  her  parents  were  card-carrying  members  of  the 
 Communist Party. 

 Coretta Scott King 
 King  has  spoken  at  many  events  against  the  Vietnam  War,  including  the  Mobe’s  first 

 event  in  New  York.  Her  late  husband,  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  said  “if  America's  soul  becomes 
 totally poisoned, part of the autopsy must read 'Vietnam,’” which echoes her thoughts on the war. 

 Bobby Seale 
 Seale  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Black  Panther  Party  and  has  been  asked  to  make  a 

 speech  at  the  Chicago  protest.  He  hopes  to  use  the  Mobe’s  platform  to  advance  the  purposes  of 
 the Party. 



 Fred Hampton 
 Hampton  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Illinois  Chapter  of  the  Black  Panther  Party.  He  is  from 

 Chicago  and  his  main  purpose  is  unifying  and  raising  up  the  poor  and  disenfranchised  of  the  city, 
 as  shown  by  his  formation  of  the  Rainbow  Coalition.  However,  like  a  lot  of  other  Panthers,  he 
 thinks the protest does not necessarily have to be focused on stopping the war. 

 Bill O’Neal 
 O’Neal  is  the  head  of  security  for  the  Illinois  Black  Panther  Party.  He  is  tasked  with 

 protecting  Fred  Hampton  in  particular.  He  can  provide  insight  into  how  to  make  these  protests  as 
 safe as possible. 

 José “Cha Cha” Jiménez 
 The  Young  Lords  were  a  Puerto  Rican  street  gang  in  the  city.  Jiménez  reorganized  the 

 Young  Lords  Organization  to  help  Puerto  Ricans  in  Chicago,  and  he  has  become  quite  active  in 
 the Chicago community. The Young Lords are members of the Rainbow Coalition. 

 William “Preacherman” Fesperman 
 Fesperman  was  one  of  the  main  figures  in  the  Young  Patriots  Organization,  which 

 focused  on  white  Southerners  that  were  labeled  as  “hillbillies”  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  He  is 
 focused  on  helping  to  end  poverty  and  building  a  community  for  all  people  in  the  city.  The 
 Young Patriots are members of the Rainbow Coalition. 

 Robert Pierson 
 Pierson  was  a  Chicago  police  officer;  however,  he  was  fired  for  making  comments 

 against  the  Vietnam  War.  He  wants  to  show  the  city  that  he  will  not  be  silenced  and  he  can  offer 
 the  Mobe  insight  into  how  the  city  operates  and  how  to  make  sure  this  protest  does  not 
 experience any legal difficulties. 

 Mary Ellen Dahl 
 Dahl  is  a  local  who  wants  to  give  insight  as  a  Chicagoan  for  the  Mobe  to  consider;  where 

 should  events  take  place,  what  services  should  they  use,  and  which  cops  should  be  avoided.  She 
 has  seen  many  of  her  friends  be  drafted  into  Vietnam  and  not  come  back.  She  just  wants  to  do 
 whatever she can to help end the war, no matter how small. 

 Allen Ginsberg 
 Ginsberg  was  one  of  the  foremost  figures  in  the  Beat  Generation,  a  literary  tradition 

 focused  on  American  culture  after  WWII.  His  writings  have  themes  of  anti-materialism, 



 anti-militarism,  freedom  in  terms  of  sex  and  drugs,  and  anger  towards  bureaucracy,  which  a  lot 
 of  the  Mobe  will  agree  with  him  on.  He  was  also  one  of  the  people  to  suggest  an  attempt  to  make 
 the Pentagon fly during the Mobe’s event in D.C. 

 Muhammad Ali 
 Ali  is  most  well-known  as  one  of  the  greatest  boxers  to  ever  lived,  but  he  has  a 

 connection  to  this  counter-culture  movement.  When  he  was  drafted  in  1966,  he  said  that  his  faith 
 would  not  allow  him  to  fight,  and  became  a  conscientious  objector.  He  was  arrested  and  stripped 
 of  his  boxing  titles  because  of  this  stance,  but  he  remains  adamant  about  the  negatives  of  the 
 Vietnam War. 

 Jane Fonda 
 Fonda  is  an  actress  on  the  rise,  she  has  starred  in  many  successful  films  during  the 

 decade.  She  has  used  her  stardom  to  become  a  mainstream  advocate  for  counter-cultural  causes, 
 such  as  the  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War.  She  also  has  connections  to  a  lot  of  Old  Hollywood, 
 given her dad is the famous movie star, Henry Fonda. 

 Harry Belafonte 
 Belafonte  is  the  singer  of  many  classic  songs  like  “The  Banana  Boat  Song,”  “Jump  in 

 Line,”  and  “Jamaican  Farewell,”  but  considers  that  secondary  to  his  activism.  He  was  a  close 
 friend  and  confidant  of  MLK  Jr.  He  has  been  advocating  for  humanitarian  causes  during  his 
 entire career and the Mobe is another cause he passionately supports. 

 Eartha Kitt 
 Kitt  is  a  famous  actress  starring  as  Catwoman  on  the  Batman  TV  show.  She  is  also  a 

 popular  singer  with  many  hits  starting  from  the  fifties  until  now.  She  has  recently  come  under 
 fire  for  making  comments  against  the  War  during  a  White  House  luncheon  hosted  by  the  Johnson 
 administration. 

 John Denver 
 A  young  folk  musician  who  considers  himself  a  humanitarian  and  environmentalist.  He 

 grew  up  on  an  Air  Force  Base,  so  he  understands  the  military-industrial  complex.  Although  not 
 necessarily  a  big  star,  he  has  the  potential  to  be  a  big  name  in  the  folk  and  counter-culture  scene 
 if  he  makes  the  right  moves.  He  would  like  to  perform  at  the  Mobe  event  to  get  his  name  out 
 there. 


